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SUBJ: NAMIBIA: CAPE TOWN LIVE MEETING WITH PM VORSTER 

EOLLOWING IS THE AGREED REPORT OP THE CAPE TOWN LIVE ON 
THEIR MEETING WITH PM VORSTER TODAY, MAY 24: 

1 . THE CAPE TOWN LIVE MET THE PRIME MINISTER POR HALE 
AN HOUR AT 1630 LOCAL TIME THIS AFTERNOON. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY MINISTER BOTHA, FOURIE AND THREE AIDES. 

WE READ TO HIM THE MESSAGE PROM THE LIVE GOVTS 

AND THEREAPTER HANDED A COPY TO HIM. 
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2. MR. VORSTER WAS IN A SOMBRE MOOD AND IMMEDIATELY 
PICKED UP THE LAST SENTENCE OP THE MESSAGE, ASKING WHAT 
POSITIVE STEPS WE HAD IN MIND. WE ANSWERED IN TERMS 

OP PARA 1 1 OP RESOLUTION 385 AND MADE THE OTHER 
POINTS IN PARA 3 OP OUR INSTRUCTIONS ON CONTINGENCY 
TALKING POINTS (USUN 2024). 
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3. MR. VORSTER THEN ASKED IF WE SHARED THE DOUBTS 

TO WHICH THE SECOND SENTENCE OF PARA 2 OF THE MESSAGE 
REFERRED. HE SAID THAT IF THAT WERE THE CASE, HE WOULD 
BREAK OFF NEGOTIATIONS IMMEDIATELY. WE SAID THAT WE 
WERE NOT EXPRESSING OUR OWN DOUBTS BUT THE DOUBTS OF 
MANY WHOSE SUPPORT WE WOULD NEED IF WE WERE TO ENSURE 
A MAJORITY IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

4. MR. VORSTER WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE WAS FAST REACHING 
THE POINT, IF HE HAD NOT REACHED IT ALREADY, WHERE HE 
SERIOUSLY REGRETTED HAVING STARTED THE NEGOTIATIONS AT 
ALL. IF HE HAD KNOWN THAT THERE WOULD BE SO MUCH FEET- 
DRAGGING (SIC), HE DOUBTED WHETHER HE WOULD HAVE BECOME 
INVOLVED. IT WAS HIS FIRM CONVICTION THAT SWAPO WAS 
PLAYING THE FOOL WITH THE FIVE WESTERN POWERS. SWAPO WAS 
NOT INTERESTED IN ORDERLY ELECTIONS BUT, AS NUJOMA SAID, 
WANTED A REVOLUTIONARY TAKE-OVER. HE COULD SEE NO REASON 
WHY SWAPO COULD NOT HAVE AGREED TO OUR PROPOSALS WITHIN 
THE SAME PERIOD AS THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAD. FURTHER DELAY 
WOULD HAVE A SERIOUS EFFECT AND CAUSE SOUTH AFRICA TO 
LOSE CREDIBILITY IN THE TERRITORY. EVEN MORE IMPORTANT 

IN HIS MIND, THE WEST WERE LOSING FACE AND CREDIBILITY 
THROUGHOUT AFRICA. 'THEY ARE ALREADY LAUGHING BEHIND 
YOUR BACKS". 

5. ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A MAN TO GIVE ULTIMATUMS, HIS 
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CABINET HAD DECIDED TO TAKE CERTAIN ACTION IN THE 
TERRITORY AND HE COULD NOT WAIT MUCH LONGER. HE 
WAS PREPARED TO WAIT ANOTHER TWO WEEKS "BUT NOT A DAY 
LONGER." HE WOULD THEN HAVE TO ANNOUNCE FIRST STEPS TOWARDS 
THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS. HE WAS COMMITTED TO MAKE THE 
TERRITORY INDEPENDENT BY THE END OF THE YEAR AND HE BELIEVED 
THAT WE HAD AGREED TO THAT. UNLESS THE PROCESS WERE STARTED 
NOW, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET THE DEADLINE OF 
DECEMBER 31. "IF YOU SAY THAT THE CASSINGA RAID CAUSED A 
DELAY, IT IS MERELY A PRETEXT FOR SWAPO AND NOTHING ELSE." 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD ALWAYS GONE OUT OF HIS WAY TO COOPERATE 
WITH THE WEST: HE HAD SPOKEN VERY LITTLE IN PUBLIC ABOUT 
THE NEGOTIATIONS AND WHEN HE HAD, HE HAD WEIGHED EVERY 
WORD. UNFORTUNATELY, HE KNEW THAT THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS 
WERE COMMITTED TO NUJOMA, JUST AS THEY WERE COMMITTED TO 
NKOMO AND MUGABE. IF THEY WANTED TO RUN THE SHOW, LET 
THEM DO SO; HE WOULD NOT BE A PARTY TO IT. MORE AND MORE 
RUMORS WERE NOW REACHING HIM - AND HE REALIZED THAT THESE 
WERE NOT NECESSARILY ACCURATE - THAT PROMISES HAD BEEN 
MADE OR WOULD BE MADE ABOUT WALVIS BAY. HE MUST WARN US 
AGAINST THAT VERY SERIOUSLY. HE HAD ALREADY MADE 
CLEAR THAT IF WALVIS BAY WERE DRAGGED INTO THE 
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NEGOTIATIONS, HE WOULD BREAK THEM OEF IMMEDIATELY. 

MR. VORSTER CONCLUDED BY REPEATING THAT WE WERE VERY 
NEAR THE END OE THE ROAD AND THAT HE WOULD NOT BE 
PREPARED TO WAIT MORE THAN A EORTNIGHT. 

6. MR. VORSTER'S MOOD WAS SUCH THAT IT WAS DIEFICULT 
TO INTERVENE OR ANSWER HIS ARGUMENTS AS THEY WERE MADE. 

AS SOON AS HE HAD EINISHED, HOWEVER, WE POINTED OUT THAT 
WE HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN TOUGH NEGOTITATIONS EOR WELL OVER 
A YEAR IN THE COURSE OE WHICH GREAT PATIENCE HAD BEEN 
DISPLAYED ON ALL SIDES. WE WOULD REPORT TO OUR GOVERNMENTS 
WHAT HE HAD SAID ABOUT THE NEED EOR EARLY ACTION, 

BUT WE WERE NOT IN A POSITION TO GUARANTEE THAT BY THE 
END OE TWO WEEKS WE SHOULD HAVE REACHED EINALITY. 
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MR. VORSTER INTERJECTED TO SAY, "THAT'S TOO BAD. THEN 
YOU WILL SEE ME GOING ON." IN THE SHORT DISCUSSION WHICH 
EOLLOWED, WE URGED ON HIM THE NEED EOR RESTRAINT BUT WE 
SECURED LITTLE VISIBLE RESPONSE. IT WAS AGREED THAT WE 
WOULD TELL THE PRESS MERELY THAT THE DIALOGUE WAS 
CONTINUING. 

NELSON 
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